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EDITOR'S NOTES 


KSXY 


The big news this issue is that 
the complete QZX index is almost 
ready to be printed. For details, see 
the article, QZX INDEX. 


I am sorry that the last issue was 
later than usual. I think that I am 
getting a psychological block so that 
when I finally collect the requisite 
number of pages, I hate to let them 

go. 
i At least some of the articles in 
QZX generate a wider interest. The 
LISTing Newsletter, one of the larger 
ones still left, reprinted an article 
from the September issue. 


UNCLASSIFIED ADS 


WANTED: UNCLASSIFIED ADS 
for publication in QZX. Cost is 1 cent 
for each keystroke (characters, 
blanks, etc.). Payment must be 
included with order. This is an 
excellent way to sell your program or 
unwanted equipment, ask for help, or 
find a specific program. Send your ad 
with payment to QZX, 2025 
O'Donnell, Las Cruces, NM 88001. 


FREE..RAM chips, 2114 for the 
RAM add-on in the July issue of QZX. 
Please send postage and mention the 
number of chips you want. Bo Barry, 
W4GHV, 8118 Kensington Lane, 
Harrisburg, NC 28075. 


FOR SALE: Back issues of QZX, 
$1.00 each postpaid. QZX, 2025 
O'Donnell, Las Cruces, NM 88001. 


FOR SALE: CP/M books. Almost 
new. Half original price. The 
Programmer's CP/M Handbook by 
Andy Johnson-Laird. Osborne. 
Hardback. 500 pages $419. The Byte 
Guide to CP/M by Mark Dahmke. 
Mc Graw Hill. 250 pages. $8.50. 
CP/M Users Guide by Thom Hogan. 
Osborne. 330 pages. $8.95. The 
CP/M Plus Handbook by Alan R. 
Miller. Sybex. 250 pages. $7.5. Inside 
CP/M Plus by David E. Cortesi. Holt- 
Rinehart. 260 pages. $9.25. CP/M 
Bible by Waite and Angermeyer. 
Howard Sams. 430 pages. $9.90. 
Users Guide to CP/M Systems by 
Bove and Rhodes. Baen. 300 pages. 
$4.50. $1.00 each shipping and 
handling. A. F. Burr, 2025 O'Donnell, 
Las Cruces, NM 88001. 


QZX FRIENDS 


WA6DLI - Bob, one of the most 
prolific QZX authors, renewed and 
enclosed a contribution to the postage 
fund. He says that he is using his QL 
on HF packet and cw. 


WA6OJJ - Another Bob, whose 
suitcase packet station basesd on the 
TS1000 was described in the 
December 1988 issue of QZX, has 
become inactive. 


W8KBQ - Jack renewed, even 
though his subscription expired in 
September. because he missed 
reading QZX. Fortunately there are 
still enough back issues to catch him 


up. 


QZX NET REPORT 
WA6DLI 


There is still an active QZX net 
discussing our Sinclair computers. It 
meets at 10 AM Pacific local time 
every Saturday morning on 7235 
MHz. It has not missed a session 
since 1981. However the number of 
check-ins has been going down. At 
one time there was a roster of 50-60 
calls with about 20 check-ins weekly. 


It was founded by W6AMW (yet 
another Bob, see the Friends column) 
at the very beginning of the interest 
in Sinclair computers. Now the most 
regular calls heard on the net are 
WA6OUC, W6JPB, and WA6DLI. 
Two technicians, N6VBM and 
W6USW, listen in regularly. 


There is an Apple net that meets 
about the same time a few KC away. 
It has suffered a similar fate. One of 
the original Apple members checked 
in to the Sinclair net one morning 
recently and suggested that the nets 
might combine because most of the 
Apple people have left for Macs or 
clones. So far nothing has come of the 
merger idea as each probably does 
not want to leave a familiar 
frequency and the computers do not 
have very much in common. (Of 
course most Sinclair users think that 
the Sinclair BASIC is much superior 
to the Apple BASIC. In the interests 
of harmonious relations you do not 
have to show this sentence to any 
Apple user.) 


Both the Apple and Sinclair users 
once had a Sunday net on 14329 MHz 
near noon. That net was an all USA 
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net. The Sinclair net used to wait for 
the Apple boys to quit before starting 
up. The Apple net control was in 
Colorado. These nets stopped 
meeting when the band conditions 
dropped some time ago and just 
never got going again. 


QZX INDEX 
KSXY 


The database for the definitive 
QZX index is done! The index itself 
will be ready for distribution in less 


than six weeks. 


A lot of effort has gone into this 
book. It is not yet done because the 
covers must be designed, a table of 
contents created, and some 
explanatory material written; but the 
end of the project is in sight. 


The first task was to design the 
basic database. As of now there are 
over 500 records, each with seven 
fields, in the main data base. Of 
course, after this (and each 
subsequent) issue of QZX is published 
the number of records will go up. The 
whole database is designed to be easy 
to keep up to date. 


Each record is based on the 
article title, which serves as a 
summary of the contents. Also 
included in the base record is the 
author, the year and month of 
publication. the computer to which 
the article is related, the subject 
under which the article is classified, 
and an indication as to weather or 
not the article included schematics. 
The database includes forms for 
entering data, forms for getting 
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information out, and templates for 
creating the index itself. 


The database used is Microsoft 
Access, a new windows based 
MSDOS relational database. The 
question which immediately arises is, 
"Why was not the index put on one of 
the Sinclair databases?” Then it could 
be distributed in a form usable by our 
machines as well as in a printed 
form. The answer is quite simple. 
There is only one database available 
on Sinclair machines which could 
handle a job of this size, and that is 
Archive on the QL. Unfortunately not 
many readers have a QL and even 
fewer have a QL equipped with a disk 
drive that would be fast enough to 
take advantage of the large amount 
of information in the database. The 
micro tape cartridges used by the 
unexpanded QL are slow, expensive, 
and hard to get, so they are not a 
suitable medium to use for machine 
readable distribution. 


Microsoft Access is new, slow, and 
resource hungry. But it was available 
and , most importantly, it has a very 
flexible report generating facility 
which permits a well designed 
printed index to be created. Therefore 
it was decided to use it. 


The first big task was to design 
the main database. One had to select 
the type and size of the fields to be 
filled and, most difficult of all, decide 
on the subjects under which each 
article was to be indexed. In the end 
it was decided to classify all articles 
into one of 16 different subject 
classifications. The subjects chosen 
were 


Antennas 
Control 
Corrections 

CW 

Hardware 
Logging 

Other 

Packet 

Program 
Programming 
QSL 

Review, Book 
Review, Hardware 
Review, Program 
RTTY 

Satellite 


All the articles to date have been 
classified and entered into this 
database. That was quite a job too. 


The various report forms are now 
being created. The one that lists each 
article in alphabetical order by title 
has been completed. The reports that 
alphabetize each article by author, 
subject, and then computer are being 
designed now. 


The explanatory material is yet 
to be written, but it has been outlined 
and the length estimated. The index 
book will be approximately 100 pages 
long, printed on both sides of the 
page, and spiral bound in heavy 
covers. 


It is expected that the price of 
the index will have to be set at $9.00 


per copy with a $1.00 charge to help 
. pay for the postage and handling. The 
price is rather high because I think 
that there is no chance for this book 
making the New York Times best 
seller list. In fact it will have to be 
printed one book at a time as the 
orders come in. However if several 
books can be printed at once the cost 
per book goes down. Therefore all 
orders received here before the end of 
April will be charged only $8.00 plus 
the $1.00 for postage and handling. 
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There are a number of interesting 
facts which can be obtained from the 
index already. For instance over 100 
different authors have contributed to 
QZX. Some other information is 
summarized on two graphs which 
appear elsewhere in this issue. One 
graph (a pie chart) shows the 
percentage of articles which deal with 
a given computer. The other graph (a 
bar chart) shows the distribution of 
the articles among the subject 
categories listed earlier in this article. 


Percentage of Articles Referring to Indicated Computer 


ALL 


61% 
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Number of Articles on Given Subject 


140 


120 


100 


Anten Contr Corr CW Herdw Loggl Other Packe Progr Prgrm QSL Revie RTTY Satelli 
nas ol are ng t am mng w te 


BITS AND BYTES 


185 A little mineral oil spread on 
the fingers only of the ZX81 RAM 
pack will reduce the number of 
crashes. 


186 To put the TS2068 into CAPS 
lock mode POKE 23658,8. To take it 
out of that mode POKE 2658,0 


187 To cause the TS2068 to 
PAUSE until a key is pressed (any 
key) use PAUSE 0. 


188 POKE 23609,X (where X can 
go from 1 to 255) will give an 
adjustable Key click sound. 


189 POKE 23659,0 will make a 
TS2068 pxyogram unstoppable by 
using up all 24 lines. This can be used 
in just part of a program or 
throughou the, eng ake program to 
_ limit user put. ot 
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190 POKE 23692,1 will cause the 
TS2068 to scroll 22 lines to a key 
press, then a key must be pressed for 
every line. 

191 POKE 23692,2 can be used 
before every print for automatic 
scrolling. This gives you a SCROLL 
command lke you have on the 
TS 1000. 


192 To get a question mark 
displayed in an INPUT statement as 
a prompt, enter POKE 23617,236. 


193 To adjust the time before a 
key begins to repeat on the TS2068, 
POKE 23561,X where X can vary 
from 1 to 35. When entering text, 
most people prefer something 
between 1 and 15. 


if you are using a 2068 and have 

been looking for the BEST data 

base program for keeping track 
of all the data you need at 


hand, Profile +5 is for youl 
Sone key features: 
+ OPEN FORMAT * PRINTER FORMATTING 


* FILE DATING * FAST MC SORTING 
* MATH FUNCTIONS * PRINT 64 COLUMNS 
* SPECTRUM COMPATIBLE * EASY-TO-USE 
ONLY $20.00 + $4 SH 
RMG ENTERPRISES 
1419-1/2 7th Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045-2030 


503/685-7484 FAX: 803/655-4116 


713, K5XY Please send me QZX for one year, starting 
immediately. Enclosed is $15.00 for twelve 
QZX presents the best software and issues. (Those with addresses not in Canada, 
hardware projects available for the the US, or Mexico send $25.00 in US funds for 
radio amateur. While the contents air mail delivery.) Thanks. (93/2) 
are believed to be accurate, no 
warranty is extended on any program Name i 
or project. No investigation has been 
made of the claims or reputation of Call 
any advertiser. It would be greatly 
appreciated if all correspondence 
requiring an answer would be Address 
accompanied by a self-addressed y 
stamped envelope (SASE). Copyright City 
by QZX, 1993. All rights reserved, 
photocopying by permission only State _____ Lip 
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